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Memory as a Sustainable Resource? : 
Disaster Memory of Kocaeli Earthquake, Turkey
KIMURA Shuhei
This paper attempts to examine “sustainable use” of memory of Kocaeli Earthquake, Turkey, through 
using “cultural resource” as a metaphor.
Natural disaster is one of the central problems for each society. After 1990s, it is insisted that state or 
local government cannot do all and that local people should fulfill an important role in disaster prevention 
or mitigation. Recently people engaging in disaster management have focused on disaster memory, which 
would lead local people’s proper action. Therefore to make past disaster experience or memory sharable 
and available for the purpose of disaster preparation can be said one of the ways to use local landscape as 
a “cultural resource”.
On August 17th 1999, at 3:02 in the morning, a great earthquake hit the northwest part of Turkey 
claiming more than 17,000 lives. This disaster was a great shock to Turkish society physically and 
economically, as well as psychologically. It changed the awareness of disaster risks and, as a consequence, 
contributed to the transformation of the disaster management system. I pick up and analyze a monument 
of the earthquake in Gölcük, a disaster museum in Adapazarı, and annual ceremony in Körfez in detail. 
Through case study analysis, I claim that “cultural resource” metaphor need a certain framework; 
the subject(s) to make it resource, the subject(s) to use it, and the purpose(s) to use it. In disaster 
memory, the purpose of the resource is to create a community that shares memory of past disaster and 
do prepare for future disasters. It is therefore the subject(s) to use resource coincide with the purpose 
of the resource. It indicates the difficultness to treat memory as a resource; memory is a resource and at 
the same time, a trigger to subjectification of the users. As a conclusion, I point out the dubiousness of 
the subject(s) that are assumed to use memory as resource and to become subject(s) who concern with 
disaster preparation in the discourse of disaster management.     
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ための災害・防災学習カリキュラム開発委員会」が，平成 17 年～ 18 年にかけて実施した水害意識
に関する地域住民へのアンケート調査［廣内，2006；大西・廣内，2006 など］に基づいてこれを見て
みることにする。























ための災害・防災学習カリキュラム開発委員会」が，平成 17 年～ 18 年にかけて実施した水害意識
に関する地域住民へのアンケート調査［廣内，2006；大西・廣内，2006 など］に基づいてこれを見て
みることにする。





































































































































































































































まちづくりに貢献するという趣旨のもと，名古屋市民や日進市民によって 1999 年 9 月 26 日に結成




















































































































































































































（2009 年 5 月 28 日受付，2009 年 9 月 25 日審査終了）
Bulletin of the National Museum of Japanese History
Vol.156  March  2010
70
Formed New Disaster-Subculture from the Activity of Citizen Groups 
around the Flooded Area
HIROUCHI Daisuke
Vestiges of disasters are often preserved in disaster areas, to transmit the truth learned from the 
disaster for posterity and thus avoid the same damage in future. However, in terms of the extent to 
which this has improved the disaster-prevention ability of communities, it simply cannot be considered 
very effective. As represented by the Waju areas, there was originally a disaster-subculture where 
measures and know-how to avoid becoming disaster victims were prepared with the full cooperation 
of communities. By inheriting this, the communities maintained their disaster-prevention ability. Such 
disaster-subculture is no longer inherited in urban areas, however, due to the reduced flood risk and the 
collapse of communities. In order to avoid becoming disaster victims, urban residents need to create a 
new disaster-subculture suitable for modern life. This article considers the possibility of a new disaster-
subculture by studying a hint from the efforts of citizen groups working in a river basin.
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